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The Incident Got Us Here!



Oil Draining Gone Wrong!



What If We Just Followed the 
Rules?????



A Fatality on Oct 31st 2006

Tyson Foods Inc.
One worker was killed and another hospitalized after an 
ammonia gas leak at the Tyson plant in South Hutchinson, KS.
Michael D. Wiebe, 51, of Haven, was killed and Bill Mumford, 55, 
of Hutchinson, was hospitalized with chemical burns after the 
accident Tuesday afternoon, South Hutchinson Police Chief 
Scott Jones said.
The men were refrigeration workers. They came in contact with 
anhydrous ammonia gas after a refrigeration line broke outside 
of the main plant, Tyson spokesman Gary Mickelson said in a 
written statement.
South Hutchinson Fire Chief R.C. Watson said the area where 
the accident occurred was next to the main building but 
enclosed.
Tyson produces pizza toppings for food service customers.
-- Associated Press
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Ammonia Leak at Growers Express: Brett Loomis of the Salinas Fire Department talks about a dangerous mid-
morning ammonia leak on Sunday at Growers Express in Salinas. No injuries were reported. Video by Jay Dunn.

A “significant” ammonia leak inside a Growers Express compressor
room Sunday morning forced the evacuation of between 100 and 150
workers, a fire official at the scene reported.

Brett Loomis, a battalion chief with the Salinas Fire Department and
the incident commander at the scene, said there were no injuries to
workers or firefighters from the leak of the dangerous gas that was
called in from Growers Express safety personnel at about 10:20 a.m.

Because of the prevailing winds Sunday morning, the adjacent Taylor
Farms plant and nearby Mann Packing were also evacuated.

“That was our first indication that it was significant,” Loomis said. The
staff at Growers Express, and all the major processing facilities are
trained with ammonia leaks, so when they called in the incident, the

fire department immediately called in a
regional hazardous material response.

Ammonia leak forces evacuations at Growers Express
No injuries reported Sunday at three Salinas ag plants
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Haz-mat teams from the SFD and the Seaside
Fire Department responded along with the
Fire Department of the Presidio and the
Monterey County Regional Fire Department.

Ammonia liquid, which is used in the
refrigeration process, immediately turns to gas
when it mixes with air and forms a vapor cloud,
Loomis explained.

It is extremely dangerous because the gas
reacts with water, so if it is inhaled it will mix
with the moisture in human lungs and if not
treated immediately will cause respiratory
failure.

When the fire departments arrived, they sent in a Level A entry team,
meaning they were fully outfitted in encapsulated, pressurized hazmat
suits with an attached breathing apparatus.

“They were immediately met with a vapor cloud that reduced their
visibility to about four inches,” Loomis said. “It was like the worst foggy
day you can imagine.”

The entry team could hear the leak that was coming from a
pressurized 2-inch pipe, but couldn’t see it. Ammonia gas when it
comes in contact with water also has a cryogenic reaction, meaning it
will immediately freeze.

“Our team’s cryogenic gloves began to freeze because the ammonia
was raining down on them,” Loomis said. “We had a rope line [to
keep the team connected with each other] that came in contact with
the ammonia, froze, and broke.”

View Comments (1)  |  Share your thoughts »

Brett Loomis, battalion chief for the Salinas Fire
Department, indicates where a mid-morning ammonia
leak on Sunday at Growers Express caused the
evacuation of surrounding businesses. Multiple
resources were called in to manage the leak and no
injuries were reported. / Jay Dunn/The Salinas
Californian
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Breaking News on Food Safety & Quality Control

Beef Products Inc. pays penalty after 
ammonia leak which led to worker death
By Joe Whitworth+, 24-Apr-2013

Related topics: Legislation

Beef Products Inc. will pay a $450,000 civil penalty to settle alleged violations in Iowa relating to 
released ammonia that killed one employee and left another permanently disabled, according to the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

The settlement under the Clean Air Act regulations in Waterloo, Iowa stems from a 2007 incident at the now-closed 
facility that released more than 1,000 pounds of anhydrous ammonia into a production area occupied by BPI 
workers.

The anhydrous ammonia trapped two BPI employees resulting in the permanent disability of one worker and the 
death of the other.

During the response to the release, BPI directed its employees to enter the facility while dangerous levels of 
airborne anhydrous ammonia remained present.

Anhydrous ammonia is considered a poisonous gas but is commonly used in industrial refrigeration systems.

Consent decree

BPI will conduct third-party audits of its compliance with the Clean Air Act’s Risk Management Program requirements 
at its South Sioux City, Nebraska, facility as part of a consent decree lodged in US District Court in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa

BPI will then have 90 days to submit a plan to EPA that will correct identified violations within one year.

After the 2007 incident, EPA gathered information about the release and facility operations through information 
requests and an inspection.

Failure to implement risk management program

EPA determined that BPI did have a risk management program on paper, but failed to implement the program at the 
facility, contributing to the incident.

“The implementation of a risk management program is integral to the safe operation of facilities where anhydrous 
ammonia is used,” Regional Administrator Karl Brooks said.

“The 2007 incident in Waterloo demonstrates that having a plan only on paper increases the risk of accidental 
exposure to both employees and first responders.”

The consent decree is subject to a 30-day public comment period and approval by the federal court.

Beef Products Inc was also one of the firms at the centre of the lean finely textured beef or “pink slime” media storm 
which resulted in three plants shutting down, 700 people out of work and lawsuits which are still ongoing.

Copyright - Unless otherwise stated all contents of this web site are © 2013 - William Reed Business Media SAS - All Rights Reserved - For permission to 
reproduce any contents of this web site, please email our Syndication department copyright@wrbm.com - Full details for the use of materials on this site can be 
found in the Terms & Conditions
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Community upset over death of two employees at recycling plant

Protesters are seeking justice for the death of two young
brothers - who died after inhaling toxic gas in an industrial
accident. 
"We need to raise our voice that's why we are here, that's why
these people are here because it's important for us and we
want to be heard," says Gustavo Aguirre, center on race,
poverty & the environment. 
 
Rescue crews pulled 16-year-old Armando Ramirez from
underneath a compost heap at Community Recycling Center in
Lamont. 
The teen inhaled deadly hydrogen sulfide gas - his brother 22-
year-old Heladio Ramirez tried to save him but he too was
overcome by fumes. 

"The community of Arvin and all the surrounding communities
are up in arms because these two people lost their lives and we don't want anymore people working their losing their lives
again," says Salvador Partida, community for a better arvin. 

Protesters are calling on the county board of supervisors to close Community Recycling Center - the facility has been the
subject of controversy since 2008 after neighbors complained of foul odors and trash blowing off site.
 
"Ever since this LA trash facility came in they brought in the bad smell, they brought in all the plastic debris and of course if
you have a compost facility you have all the flies, people wonder why why the air is bad in Arvin that plant is throwing off so
many gases that it's polluting our air," says Randy Parker, protester. 

Cal OSHA and other agencies are investigating allegations of poor working conditions at the plant, calls to Community
Recycling have not been returned. 

Cal OSHA says 16-year-old Armando Ramirez got the job working at the plant with a fake ID that says he is 30-years-old, his
brother Heladio worked for a company called A & B Harvesting. 

Print Story Share

Full Forecast

More Most Popular

Bakersfield Current Conditions

77° High: 98°  |  Low: 55°
Clear

Most Popular

13-year-old boy and his dog are hit and killed   |  
Video
Shortage of homes for sale in Bakersfield  |  
Video
Furniture store erupts in flames in east Bakersfield  |  

 Video
Kernville Hot Shot crew not fighting fires  |   Video
Man arrested after fatal southwest shooting  |  
Video

Community protests after two die in composting
plant

Video

http://www.kget.com/user/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=/news/local/story/Community-upset-over-death-of-two-employees-at/2vMY2k4LbUmQDCsjK5t7cQ.cspx
http://www.kget.com/user/help.aspx
http://www.kget.com/feedback.aspx
http://d.adroll.com/r/WRSB44J6LBBYHJ46YBYSXU/OZVXN65U6VG3BGSO7THUYQ/8b2d21412dca33b1443e78b3871acf54.re?adroll_height=90&adroll_width=728&site_url=http%3A//www.kget.com&cpm=1.752941&adroll_network=x&clickurl=http%3A//ib.adnxs.com/click%3FDQwMDAwM_D_Xo3A9Ctf3PwAAAEAzM_M_PrJv3YPm9z8OLEfIQB78Pzs3qSTgHq4P1T0XCEFtVB9JOOpPAAAAAMtqBgBUAwAAVgEAAAIAAABCBBEAOc4AAAAAAABVU0QAVVNEANgCWgBETNkE2BMDAQUCAQQAAAAAGx9hyQAAAAA./cnd%3D%2521wwRxKAj8gw0QwohEGLmcAyAA/referrer%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.kget.com%252Fnews%252Flocal%252Fstory%252FCommunity-upset-over-death-of-two-employees-at%252F2vMY2k4LbUmQDCsjK5t7cQ.cspx/clickenc%3D
http://www.kget.com/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/news/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/news/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/weather/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/sports/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/entertainment/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/mediacenter/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/business/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/content/traffic/default.aspx
http://twitter.com/KGETnews
http://www.facebook.com/KGET17News
http://www.kget.com/newssynergy/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/newssynergy/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/news/local/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/news/local/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/news/state/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/content/national/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/news/world/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/mostpopular/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/news/of-interest.aspx
http://www.kget.com/content/healthcheck/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/content/mustsee/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/webmd/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/news/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/news/local/default.aspx
javascript:window.print();
http://www.kget.com/news/local/story/Update-Boy-dies-after-falling-into-canal/G-zNEzOo6km-JB69E-dfug.cspx
http://www.kget.com/news/state/story/Four-dead-and-one-wounded-in-home-shooting-attack/0BBASGugfk28ceYV-NjTvA.cspx
http://www.kget.com/news/local/story/Kernville-Hot-Shot-crew-not-fighting-fires/Y5DFsrKwkEyMumK2K68Tzw.cspx
http://www.kget.com/news/local/story/Fatal-shooting-in-central-Bakersfield/xEvzYMNDR02GR5Xz2oXfnQ.cspx
http://www.kget.com/news/local/story/Man-arrested-after-fatal-southwest-shooting/ML8Sr4Bsq0aJvfS8f16_vw.cspx
http://corp.bankofamerica.com/business/ci/landing/cfo-outlook
http://corp.bankofamerica.com/business/ci/landing/cfo-outlook
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Articles/2012/04/13/The-12-Worst-Supermarkets-in-America.aspx
http://articles2.mamaslatinas.com/in_the_news/139171/11yearold_boy_heroically_stabs_moms
http://articles2.mamaslatinas.com/in_the_news/139171/11yearold_boy_heroically_stabs_moms
http://www.parents.com/blogs/parents-news-now/2011/09/21/trends/conservative-moms-group-protests-new-ben-jerrys-flavor/
http://www.parents.com/blogs/parents-news-now/2011/09/21/trends/conservative-moms-group-protests-new-ben-jerrys-flavor/
http://www.lifequotes.com/articles/lifeinsurance/green-burials-growing-in-popularity/
javascript:window.print();
http://www.kget.com/weather/
http://www.kget.com/mostpopular/
http://www.kget.com/weather/default.aspx
http://www.kget.com/mostpopular/story/13-year-old-boy-and-his-dog-are-hit-and-killed/QUvR78LeDku7AoB1kJLAeA.cspx
http://www.kget.com/mediacenter/local.aspx?videoid=3577283
http://www.kget.com/mostpopular/story/Shortage-of-homes-for-sale-in-Bakersfield/_vTy7yRHL06P8O5Ifbz9YA.cspx
http://www.kget.com/mediacenter/local.aspx?videoid=3577230
http://www.kget.com/mostpopular/story/Furniture-store-erupts-in-flames-in-east/DKtwazRzhECoAUKPkzVNww.cspx
http://www.kget.com/mediacenter/local.aspx?videoid=3578166
http://www.kget.com/mostpopular/story/Kernville-Hot-Shot-crew-not-fighting-fires/Y5DFsrKwkEyMumK2K68Tzw.cspx
http://www.kget.com/mediacenter/local.aspx?videoid=3577290
http://www.kget.com/mostpopular/story/Man-arrested-after-fatal-southwest-shooting/ML8Sr4Bsq0aJvfS8f16_vw.cspx
http://www.kget.com/mediacenter/local.aspx?videoid=3576238


javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)


Community upset over death of two employees at recycling plant | KGET TV 17

http://www.kget.com/news/local/story/Community-upset-over-death-of-two-employees-at/2vMY2k4LbUmQDCsjK5t7cQ.cspx[6/26/2012 3:31:55 PM]

[?]

  Buy a link here  

Sponsored Links

Get the Inside Scoop
Norwegians see a deal from miles away.
www.ncl.com

Baker College Online®
Over 40 career programs - 100% online. Certificate up to a doctoral degree
offered.
www.BakerCollegeOnline.com

Special Summer Event!
Save $496 When You Buy a Level 1-5 Set! Plus Free Next Day Air! Hurry,
Limited Time Only.
www.RosettaStone.com

 AdChoices 7 Comment(s) Comments: Show | Hide

View AllHere are the most recent story comments.

The views expressed here do not necessarily represent those of KGET TV
17 - In the Spirit of the Golden Empire

  Buy a link here  

Sponsored Links

Special Summer Event!
Save $496 When You Buy a Level 1-5 Set!
Plus Free Next Day Air&...
www.RosettaStone.com

The Newest "Skinny" Pills
Transform Your Body Fast with These 5
Proven New Fat Busters.
www.DietRatings.org

Get the Inside Scoop
Norwegians see a deal from miles away.
www.ncl.com

Email Website

Website

Lawyers, Criminal, 

Attorney Referrals, Copyright Attorneys, 

Barber Honda
New Honda & Used Car Dealer in
Bakersfield

For a new or used Honda car in Bakersfield, visit
Barber Honda! We carry all  the latest models,
and our expert sales staff will help you find the
perfect vehicle for your lifestyle, including hybrid
models.

Feld Entertainment
Come on in, we've been holding the
curtain for you

If you suddenly sense the hairs standing up on
the back of your neck, you know you're in the
right place. We've become famous for creating
the kind of electricity that tells you something
magical is about to happen and the show is
about to start.

Attorneys
Family & Divorce

Services

Download the Seek it Local Mobile
App

Report User

This is such a tragic story. Where was all of this concern before these young
men died? Surely, the family of the deceased knew about their jobs. This just
all sounds so strange.....

mamak - 10/18/2011 7:27 AM 1 Vote

Report User

The fault was 100% that of the plant! I don't care if the kid was 16 or 60, they
had him perform a task that was deadly without protection and without a exit
strategy in an emergency. The parents and relatives should sue the owners
and get the place closed up.

RobtAlan1 - 10/18/2011 1:07 AM 0 Votes

Report User

Time to close this nasty place down. Already had plenty of warnings and
fines. Now two people are dead. CLOSE IT DOWN. we'll all  breathe better.

2carpoor - 10/17/2011 7:00 PM 0 Votes

Report User

truly I agee 100%Kids now are not taught the values we were. Don't know if
its not enough involvment on behalf of parents because most work.But we
need to go back a way's . Teach respect, love of god & fellow man.

RVLADY - 10/17/2011 5:50 PM 0 Votes

Report User

The fault for this young man's death can be blamed on several people. The
person that hired him at the recycling center is partly to blame. He/she knew
this 16 year old wasn't 30 yrs old as his fake ID showed. He may have passed
for 18 or 19 fairly easy but not 30. The company should have provided proper
respiratory mask to wear for anyone that had to enter that tunnel for any
reason. The boy is partly at fault, He should not have presented fake ID to
obtain the job which had a potential to be dangerous. Entering the tunnel
without a proper redpiratory mask was his fault. Any family members and
possibly friends knew his real age and allowed him to have a job which could
be hazzardous.

Paranah - 10/17/2011 4:15 PM 0 Votes
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Report User

Accountability is important. Basic ethical questions are unanswered because
of a liberal, congested courts and powerful governmental agencies that write
or administer their own laws amid the halls of government. Having work for
both local and state governments, there was evidence way back into the
1970s and before a Pharaoh like system took hold, that the humanist
occupied government controls and steers where this country has been and is
going. Many examples of reasonable laws being voted and signed in that go
into limbo because the Pharaohs in power will not enforce or ignore them. Or
some laws that are selectively enforced depending on politically who, what
and where. Just look at the facts. It is upsetting that 2 lives were loss at this
incident, but many factors contributed to these conditions. The primary is the
legislating out and loss of ethical values this country once had with duty,
honor, country, responsibility and trust in God that was a foundation of this
country. It was not that long ago that the WWII Great Generation and
generations before stood for those godly values. That was a time when
chewing gum, ditching class, having a paper route or working the fields or
both were choices we had to make not avoiding metal detectors or avoiding
gangland boundaries. If we can restore those godly values, we maybe able to
evict the Pharaohs of self justice and have the 'Happy Days' and swell
America we once knew.

trulyinjured - 10/17/2011 3:28 PM 0 Votes

Report User

I am sorry they died! sorry for thier family's! But they knew the place was
dangerous! They choo9se to go to work there! The 16 year old chose to lie
about his age. It proably does need to be shut down. Raising a big fuss about
it will not bring them back. May they RIP!

RVLADY - 10/17/2011 2:44 PM 0 Votes
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SANGER, Calif. (AP) — Officials say a worker at a Central California winery has died after being exposed to 
ammonia.

Sanger police spokeswoman Cpl. Jaimy Gaines says the man was one of six workers exposed early Tuesday 
morning at a winery operated by Gibson Wine Co.

Gaines says the other workers tried to rescue the man but were unable to get to him because of the fumes. It 
was not clear how the ammonia was released.

Officials say the man, identified as Robert Munoz, of Sanger, died at the scene.

The other employees were treated and released. Sanger fire officials, workplace safety authorities and county 
environmental officials are investigating the case.

A call after hours Tuesday to the winery was not immediately returned.

Ammonia is a colorless gas with a powerful odor often used in cleaning supplies and as fertilizer. In high 
concentrations, it can burn the eyes and throat.
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Death Due to an Accidental Ammonia Release — Southeast Alaska, June 2013
Initial Report
On June 24, 2013, an accidental anhydrous ammonia release 
occurred onboard a tender boat docked in Sitka, and caused 
numerous people to seek medical care for symptoms related to 
the exposure. Within hours of the accident, the National 
Response Center reported the release to the Alaska Section of 
Epidemiology’s (SOE) Environmental Health Program.

Background
Anhydrous ammonia, a colorless gas with a pungent odor, is 
used primarily as an agricultural fertilizer and an industrial 
refrigerant. It is also a key ingredient for illicit 
methamphetamine production in makeshift laboratories. Under 
pressure, anhydrous ammonia is a liquid. If released under 
humid conditions, ammonia vapors expand rapidly and form a
fog that is initially heavier than air—a phenomenon that 
increases the likelihood of human exposure.1 Symptoms of 
anhydrous ammonia exposure include the following:

� eye, nose, and throat irritation;
� breathing difficulty, wheezing, or chest pain;
� burns, blisters, and frostbite; and
� pulmonary edema, and pink frothy sputum.

In 2012, the Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation reported 32 Extremely Hazardous Substance 
(EHS) releases; 23 (72%) of the releases involved anhydrous 
ammonia (Table 1).2 The highest number of releases occurred 
in the Aleutians (16, 50%), followed by Cook Inlet (4, 13%), 
Kodiak Island (4, 13%), and Southeast Alaska (3, 9%).2

Table 1. Extremely Hazardous Substance Releases —
Alaska, 20122

Substance # of Releases Quantity (lbs.)

Ammonia (Anhydrous) 23 (72%) 21,382
Sulfur Dioxide 3 (9%) 14,850
Sulfuric Acid 3 (9%) 608

Hydrofluoric Acid 1 (3%) 40
Hydrochloric Acid 1 (3%) 4
Hydrogen Cyanide 1 (3%) 4

Total 32 36,888

Investigation
On June 27, two SOE staff members traveled to Sitka to 
investigate the anhydrous ammonia release incident. While in 
Sitka, the SOE team 1) interviewed the boat captain and crew, 
first responders, the harbor master, and occupants of buildings 
surrounding the release area; 2) identified persons who were 
medically evaluated and hospitalized; and 3) observed the 
tender’s engine room and other parts of the boat. SOE staff 
reviewed medical records after the field trip.

The captain of the tender reported that the incident occurred 
while oil was being drained from the ship’s ammonia tank in 
the engine room. The person who was operating the valve 
(Patient A) was reported to have accidentally opened the valve 
too quickly and roughly 50 pounds of anhydrous ammonia 
escaped directly onto the engine room. The captain (Patient B) 
was also in the engine room when the release occurred. 
Neither Patient A nor Patient B was wearing personal 
protective equipment (PPE). Patients A and B were quickly 
assisted to the top deck by another person (Patient C) who was 
working just outside of the engine room; he was wearing a 
carbon-filter respirator. All three were decontaminated with 
water on the top deck. A witness on the dock promptly called 
911 to report the incident. Sitka Fire Department and 
Emergency Medical Services personnel responded quickly to 
the call, attended to injured persons, monitored the 
surrounding area for ammonia levels, and advised neighboring 

businesses to keep their windows closed or leave the area. The 
tender was docked next to a seafood processing plant in a busy 
commercial and residential area of the community—the plant 
began evacuating workers immediately. The tender was towed 
away from the area <1 hour after the release occurred to 
prevent further exposure to the community.

SOE staff identified seven people (median age: 38 years; 
range: 10–82 years) who were exposed to the ammonia and 
consequently evaluated by a health care provider (Table 2).
Patient A was transported to the Sitka Community Hospital 
and transferred to Harborview Medical Center in Seattle; he
died on June 25. No other patients were hospitalized or died.

Table 2. Signs and Symptoms of Patients Exposed to Anhydrous 
Ammonia Release and Sought Medical Care — Sitka, June 2013
Patient Proximity 

to Release
Signs/Symptoms

A <1 foot Acute respiratory failure, hypothermia, 
metabolic acidosis, severe chemical burns

B <5 feet Burns, cough, difficulty breathing, headache
C <10 feet Burns, cough, difficulty breathing, headache
D <20 feet Difficulty breathing, nausea, vomiting
E <100 feet Eye and respiratory irritation
F <100 feet Respiratory irritation
G <100 feet Eye and respiratory irritation

Discussion
One person died and at least six additional persons sought 
medical care due to this accidental anhydrous ammonia 
release. Many more persons probably experienced milder 
ammonia-related symptoms but did not seek medical care.
Prompt action taken by Patient C at the time of the incident 
likely prevented Patient B from becoming severely injured or 
dying. Sitka emergency responders, fish processing plant staff,
and community members also responded quickly to the event, 
which may have prevented further injuries. 

This incident is an unfortunate reminder of the importance of 
having proper safety control mechanisms in place (e.g., a 
functional self-closing emergency stop valve in the pipeline)
and wearing the appropriate PPE when working with 
anhydrous ammonia.3 This event also underscores the potential 
for anhydrous ammonia releases that occur in public areas to 
impact large numbers of people.

Recommendations
1. Persons working with anhydrous ammonia should assure

that all industry-standard safety controls are in place; 
wear the proper PPE, which includes a full-faced 
respirator and impervious clothing; and have at least 5 
gallons of clean water and a squeeze bottle on-hand.3,4 

2. Hazmat training and community response plans should be 
established and regularly practiced in communities to help 
ensure rapid, appropriate responses to chemical releases.

3. Health care providers and first responders should report 
chemical releases that impact the public’s health to SOE 
(call 907-269-8000 Mon-Fri 8AM–5PM, or 800-478-0084 
after hours).
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